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News Brief

The 11th Jatiya Sangsad election is being held today amid much enthusiasm and festivity. A total of 10, 42, 38,677 voters are exercising their franchise to elect 299 members of parliament out of 300. The election in Gaibandha-3 constituency has been deferred due to the death of a candidate and voting for the seat will be held on January 27. The balloting began at 8 am in the morning and would continue till 4 pm without any break. 

Prime Minister and Awami League President Sheikh Hasina cast her vote at Dhaka City College under Dhaka-10 constituency just after 8 am in the morning. The Prime Minister was accompanied by her sister Sheikh Rehana and her daughter Saima Wazed Putul.


The Election Commission has completed all preparations to hold the elections in a free, fair and peaceful manner across the country. The ballot papers and other polling materials, including EVM equipments, stamp pads, official seals, marking seals, have already been sent to every district for the polling.  A total of 1,861 candidates are vying for the polls. Among them, 1,733 are from political parties and 128 independents.

Chief Election Commissioner K M Nurul Huda has issued directives to the law enforcement agencies to maintain the law and order with an iron hand in case of any incident of violence and sabotage centering national polls. The CEC gave the directives at a press conference on the overall election preparations at the Media Center of the Nirbachan Bhaban in Dhaka yesterday. 

Prime Minister and Awami League President Sheikh Hasina has cautioned people including party candidates against possible election boycott by the opposition in the middle of voting as part of a trick and advised them to stay in centers until the polls . Sheikh Hasina’s comments came after she visited wounded party leader of Dinajpur Dr Mahbubur Rahman at Dhaka Combined Military Hospital yesterday as he was admitted there with critical injuries caused by the opposition attacks.

The Election Commission is providing all possible supports to foreign observers and journalists who are in Bangladesh to monitor the 11th parliamentary election, Secretary of Election Commission Secretariat Helal Uddin Ahmed said this while briefing foreign observers and journalists about the polls at Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka yesterday. Foreign Secretary Md. Shahidul Haque and Principal Information Officer Kamrun Nahar were also present during the briefing.

Prime Minister’s ICT Adviser Sajeeb Wazed Joy has expressed his firm belief about Awami League’s massive victory in today’s parliamentary elections, urging the party leaders and workers to ensure peaceful and successful polls. Joy expressed his optimism in a Facebook message yesterday.


Bangladesh Air Force is going to replace its contingent at United Nations Peacekeeping Mission in Republic of Mali. A total of 110 BAF members including four female officers left Dhaka for Mali by UN chartered aircraft yesterday.
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